for each of the method groups and
subgroups.
An alternative assessment may be derived from Variance
Index parameters, and Table 4 also gives the average MRVIS, MRBIS, and SDBIS (see above) at December 1983 for the method groups and subgroups. schemes (7, 12) . Between-laboratory variability is now about half that in 1979, and the average MRVIS for all participants continues to fall (Figure  4) . The improvement is not explicable by changes in the lead concentrations surveyed because the main change has been a reduction in the number of specimens with lead content >4.0 mol/L ( Figure  3) . The very slight tendency to lower CVs for specimens with higher lead concentrations shown in Figure  3 agrees with Saltzman's data analysis (6) 
